T e

nmtspotlight

Alison Gordon, Editor of NMT talks to Bill Zuckerman about
his passion to make learning active and fun for sma

ctive Learning nurseries are at the top
end of the market for parents who can
V. afford higher fees but expect and get
excellence for their children in return.

Visitors to their nurseries in Crouch End,
Fulham and West Hampstead in North
London will be struck by the beautiful décor
and spacious environments packed with an
enormous array of up to date and expensive
equipment.

But there are elements of Active Learning’s
success story that can be adapted by nursery
managers elsewhere in the country with less
affluent clientele and smaller budgets.
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‘l wanted a curriculum that was different
to meet each individual child’
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At the heart of the company’s approach is
an ethos directed at a life long love of
learning of education and learning
stimulated in the early years.

Excellence in childcare and education
comes as standard but also provided within
the fee structure is a full performing arts, art
science and technology and full sporting
curriculum developed and taught by
teaching specialists in these disciplines.

Fees are £287 per week at Crouch End for
over two’s, which compares with average
fees of £159 per week.

Each child is also assigned a mentor to help
with their development and pastoral care.

Each nursery also has dedicated language
and literacy and numeracy champions to
help the children develop at a pace that
makes sense for them.

The all inclusive programme includes
dedicated studios for: music, dance, drama,
ballet, art, yoga, a full sports programme,
science and discovery, ICT and technology,
sensory rooms for babies, sleep room for
babies and organic food freshly prepared on
the premises.

Active Learning, which has three nurseries
at present with another five planned to open
over the next 15 months, was set up by Bill
Zuckerman.

Mr Zuckerman was driven to provide
excellent nursery care when he had his
daughter who is now six.

He said: ‘[ wanted to provide something
fundamentally different to meet the demands
of what parents wanted and needed.

‘I wanted a curriculum that was different to
meet each individual child.

‘I decided that the best way to do that was
focussing on activities.

‘It’s about trying to get each child to
maximize their potential but we certainly
don’t hot house.






